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420-1-10-.01 Purpose. 
 
 (1) The purpose of the Alabama Legacy for Environm ental 
Research Trust (ALERT) fund is to establish a trust  fund as 
required by Act No. 92-658, which will provide the opportunity 
for qualifying public institutions of higher educat ion to receive 
grants from the trust fund for funding of environme ntal research, 
public awareness, and industrial/business environme ntal education 
in the areas of hazardous waste production, reducti on, 
transportation and disposal. 
 
 (2) Administered by the Alabama Department of Publ ic 
Health (ADPH), the Alabama Legacy for Environmental  Research 
Trust (ALERT) fund offers a fifty (50) percent matc hing grant 
program to Alabama public institutions of higher ed ucation which, 
at the time of passage of Act No. 92-658, for estab lishment of a 
trust fund, have established programs in environmen tal research 
and service in the areas of hazardous waste product ion, 
reduction, transportation and disposal. 
Author:  Melvin Maraman 
Statutory Authority:  Act No. 92-658. 
History:  Final adoption filed July 21, 1993, effective 
August 25, 1993. 
 
 
 
420-1-10-.02 Definition Of Terms. 
 



 
Health                                          Chapter 420-1-10 
 

Supp. 6/30/96 1-10-2

 (1) Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH):  T he 
State agency as defined by Code of Ala. 1975 , §22-1-1. 
 
 (2) Alabama Legacy for Environmental Research Trus t 
(ALERT):   That fund established by Alabama Act No.  92-658, for 
funding of environmental research, public awareness , and 
industrial/business environmental education in the areas of 
hazardous waste production, reduction, transportati on and 
disposal at those public institutions of higher edu cation, with 
established programs at passage of Act 92-658. 
 
 (3) ALERT Fund Administration Committee (Committee ):   
That Committee established for the purpose of progr am 
development, reviewing documentation for qualifying  public 
institutions of higher education and for the determ ination of 
funds allocation.  The Committee shall be composed of the State 
Health Officer, who will serve as the Chair, the Ch airperson of 
ACHE, and the General Manager of a commercial hazar dous waste 
treatment, storage, and disposal facility in the St ate of 
Alabama, to be appointed by the State Health Office r, or the 
respective designee of these committee members. 
 
 (4) Calendar Year:   The period of time between Ja nuary 
1 and December 31. 
 
 (5) Current Financial Statement:   A current finan cial 
statement is a monthly or quarterly statement, as d etermined by 
the ALERT Fund Administration Committee, issued by university 
administration, which includes a summary of funds a llocation for 
program purposes in the previous month or quarter, and a 
resulting balance. 
 
 (6) Fiscal Year:   The period of time between Octo ber 1 
and September 30 or other 12 month period defined b y the 
Legislature as the state government fiscal year. 
 
 (7) Grant Application Cut-off Date:   Sixty days p rior 
to the beginning of the fourth quarter of each cale ndar year is 
the cut-off date for those qualified universities t o file their 
request for matching grants for the next fiscal yea r, except that 
in the initial year after passage of Act 92-658, qu alification 
and grant applications may be accepted by ADPH at a ny time. 
 
 (8) Grant:   That portion of money allocated by th e 
ALERT Fund Administration Committee for qualifying universities 
from a grant fund of $500,000 annually. 
 
 (9) Qualifying Documentation:   Qualifying 
documentation includes, but is not limited to, a pr ogram 
description of existing activities at passage of Ac t 92-658 in 



 
Health                                          Chapter 420-1-10 
 

Supp. 6/30/96 1-10-3

environmental research, public awareness, and indus trial/business 
environmental education in the areas of hazardous w aste 
production, reduction, transportation and disposal,  or additional 
program elements as determined by the Committee.  A  letter from 
the university's president shall be a part of quali fying 
documentation to verify program existence, matching  fund 
availability and university support for environment al research 
and service. 
 
 (10) Qualifying University:   Those universities, as 
determined by the ALERT Fund Administration Committ ee, which have 
submitted required documentation of environmental r esearch and 
service programs in existence upon passage of Act N o. 92-658, and 
upon such determination are eligible for matching f und grants 
from the Alabama Legacy for Environmental Research Trust (ALERT). 
 
 (11) Reduction:   The act of reducing waste genera ted at 
the source, recovery of useful material from waste,  or recycling 
of waste material for reuse. 
Author:  Melvin Maraman 
Statutory Authority:  Act No. 92-658. 
History:  Final adoption filed July 21, 1993, effective 
August 25, 1993. 
 
 
 
420-1-10-.03 Administrative Role. 
 
 (1) Pursuant to Act No. 92-658, ADPH is required t o 
administer the ALERT fund. 
 
 (2) ADPH shall establish the ALERT Fund Administra tion 
Committee (Committee), which shall review all docum entation and 
select qualified universities.  Such Committee shal l determine 
funds allocation.  The Committee shall be composed of the State 
Health officer or his/her designee as the Chair, th e Chairperson 
of the Alabama Commission on Higher Education or hi s/her 
designee, and the General Manager of a commercial t reatment, 
storage, and disposal facility for hazardous waste in the State 
of Alabama, who shall be appointed by the State Hea lth Officer. 
 
 (3) The Director of the Alabama State Department o f 
Finance shall deposit $500,000 annually to the ALER T as 
authorized by Act No. 92-658. 
 
 (4) ADPH is responsible for collecting for verific ation 
by the ALERT Committee qualifying documentation fro m universities 
requesting matching grants, date and time stamping the 
documentation, providing supplemental information t o the 
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Committee as requested or required, and distributio n of funds 
upon direction of the Committee, based upon availab ility of 
funds. 
 
 (5) The Committee shall award grants based on subm itted 
documentation from established programs for those a ctivities 
listed in the "Purpose" section of these regulation s, as mandated 
by Act No. 92-658. 
 
 (6) Qualifying universities requesting a matching grant 
must submit a current financial statement, which ve rifies 
university funds are available for the required mat ching amount 
from program related to the designated purpose of t he ALERT 
funds. 
 
 (7) The ADPH is authorized to charge a 5% 
administrative handling fee to the ALERT fund.  The  handling fee 
will be computed on all ALERT funds disbursed to gr antees and 
paid from current fiscal year appropriate ALERT fun ds. 
 
 (8) The Committee may propose further restrictions  or 
requirements regarding the ALERT program as needed,  including 
expanding research as needed to address public heal th concerns on 
environmental issues in the State. 
Author:  Melvin Maraman 
Statutory Authority:  Act No. 92-658. 
History:  Final adoption filed July 21, 1993, effective 
August 25, 1993.  Amended:  Filed May 20, 1996; effective 
June 24, 1996. 
 
 
 
420-1-10-.04 Grant Submittal Requirements. 
 
 (1) Universities must submit program qualifying 
documentation to the ADPH for review by the ALERT F und 
Administration Committee (Committee) to become elig ible to apply 
for and participate in the distribution of funds fr om the ALERT 
fund. 
 
 (2) Upon verification of qualifying documentation by 
the Committee, the University may apply for a grant  from the 
trust fund. 
 
 (3) Grants distributed from the ALERT fund may onl y be 
used for purposes authorized in the "Purpose" secti on of this 
Chapter.  Grant recipients may work with not-for-pr ofit 
organizations and contract with them if their purpo se is 
consistent with the purposes of the Act and these r egulations. 
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 (4) Upon initial verification of qualified program s, 
each qualifying university is allowed and encourage d to apply and 
reapply for grants on an annual basis. 
Author:  Melvin Maraman 
Statutory Authority:  Act No. 92-658. 
History:  Final adoption filed July 21, 1993, effective 
August 25, 1993. 
 
 
 
420-1-10-.05 Grant Distribution Procedures. 
 
 (1) Qualifying universities are given the opportun ity 
to receive matching grants based on the content of their grant 
application submittal.  The ALERT Fund Administrati on Committee 
will determine which applications offer the most co mprehensive 
opportunities for the furtherance of environmental research and 
service in the areas of hazardous waste production,  reduction, 
transportation and disposal, or additional program elements as 
determined by the Committee, and base grant amounts  accordingly.  
All applications may not be funded in the full amou nt requested, 
if at all, on an annual basis. 
 
 (2) Universities may submit qualifying information  at 
any time during the initial year after passage of A ct 92-658 to 
ADPH for consideration by the Committee; however, s ubsequent new 
qualification of a university shall not occur past August 1 for 
the next fiscal year. 
 
 (3) After determination of grant allocations by th e 
Committee, ADPH will notify all applicants by First  Class mail as 
to the decisions of the Committee. 
 
 (4) There will be one distribution per fiscal year  from 
the fund to grant recipients when funds are allocat ed and 
available.  No allocations will be made without ava ilable funds 
and total grants shall not exceed the balance of fu nds in the 
ALERT fund less previous committed funds. 
 
 (5) The ADPH is authorized to charge a 5% 
administrative handling fee to the ALERT fund.  The  handling fee 
will be computed on all ALERT funds disbursed to gr antees and 
paid from current fiscal year appropriate ALERT fun ds. 
 
 (6) ADPH will distribute grants to those chosen by  the 
Committee based on a schedule determined by the Com mittee. 
Author: 
Statutory Authority: 
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History:  Amended:  Filed May 20, 1996; effective June 24, 1996. 
 
 
 
420-1-10-.06 Reporting Of Achievements. 
 
 (1) Universities shall report through ADPH to the 
Committee the achievements of their environmental r esearch and 
services programs in the areas of hazardous waste p roduction, 
reduction, transportation and disposal, or addition al program 
elements as determined by the Committee, that demon strate the 
beneficial use of funds from ALERT. 
 
 (2) Achievement reports shall be completed annuall y and 
submitted during the first quarter of the fiscal ye ar for the 
previous grant year. 
 
 (3) The report shall cover as many of the criteria  in 
the stated purpose found in the "Purpose" section o f this 
Chapter. 
 
 (4) Achievement of objectives shall be an importan t 
consideration in determining reauthorization of mat ching grant 
funds in subsequent years. 
Author:  Melvin Maraman 
Statutory Authority:  Act No. 92-658. 
History:  Final adoption filed July 21, 1993, effective 
August 25, 1993. 


